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Libraries have changed a lot in the last decade 
or two, and the Guelph Public Library is no 
exception. If you haven’t visited in a while, you 
might be surprised by what you see once you 
step inside. Of course, you’ll still see the familiar 
shelves of books and CDs, computer stations, 
and comfortable seating for quiet reading. But if 
you take a closer look, you’ll find an increase in 
online and print materials including international 
languages and Indigenous materials, technology 
resources, and knowledgeable staff ready to 
help you explore and learn.

You’ll also immediately notice the lively, dynamic 
atmosphere that hums through the building as 
community members engage with the library in 
new and interesting ways. In the center of the 
Main Library, you’ll find a tech bar with new 
technology, where you might see a young 
person learning digital literacy skills with 
BeepBot the iPal® Robot, a senior borrowing a 
tablet, or an entrepreneur building a cool new 
product prototype using the 3D printer.

If you drop by on Saturday mornings, you’ll hear 
lively conversation as members of the English 
Conversation Circle practice their language skills. 
In meeting rooms, community members are 
gathered to plan a new charitable project. We are 
inspired and energized by the high level of 
engagement in our libraries!

We look forward to another great year of helping 
our community explore, connect and thrive.

STEVE KRAFT, B.A., M.L.I.S., CEO
LISA MASLOVE, 2018 Board Chair

Guelph Public Library is on an exciting journey towards 
a new and improved central location!
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The Baker District redevelopment, headed by the City of Guelph, 
will transform the existing parking lot and properties at the north 
end of Wyndham Street into a mixed-use development. It will 
include residential, commercial, public parking, an urban square,
and the new Central Library.

In the last year, we’ve asked community members to share their 
visions of their ideal new Central Library. You responded with 
enthusiasm, and we’ve gathered many great thoughts and ideas! 
We look forward to creating an even more engaging space for 
all to enjoy. In the meantime, if you have any additional comments, 
please feel free to contact us.
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1,577 programs
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checked out

Tech Bar

1,554
3D printer users

3,218
Oculus Rift VR sessions

2,169
Questions answered

Over $40,500 was raised in 2018 
thanks to generous donations!

At the Guelph Public Library, 
we play an essential role in 
the Guelph community by 
providing inclusive spaces 
where people can learn and 
engage. We touch the lives of 
most Guelphites through our 

direct programming, in-branch lending, the Bookmobile, 
and online resources. If you are able to donate to the 
GPL, your gift will help give us the power to continue 
to enrich, improve and transform lives. We appreciate 
and make use of every gift, no matter how small a 
contribution. Thank you for supporting your local library!

Community Spotlight:

If you’ve dropped by the Main Library 
on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 
morning, you may have purchased 
local coffee and a baked treat at the 
Coffee Nook from a cheerful member 
of the J.O.E. team. J.O.E., which 
stands for Jobs, Opportunities, and 
Enterprise, is a non-profit organization 
that provides community-based job 
training and employment for adults 
with developmental disabilities. At 
the GPL, we are thrilled to be a part 
of J.O.E.’s work in building a stronger 
community that celebrates diversity 
and supports local employment.

Are you in the loop?
Don’t miss out on everything the GPL 
has to offer! We’re not just a resource 
center — we’re also a vibrant and 
engaged community. Follow us on 
social media to connect with other 
library users, stay up to date on 
upcoming fun activities and programs, 
and receive library-related updates.

Connect with us!
@GuelphLibrary

@GuelphLibrary

@GuelphPublicLibrary
Guelph Public Library 2018 Board of Directors
Lisa Maslove Chair
Scott Butler Vice Chair
Katie Saunders Past Chair

Members: Aaron Blair, Councillor James Gordon, Getu Hailu, 
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