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Bad libraries build collections, good libraries build services,  

great libraries build communities – R. David Lankes 
 

 

 
 

Dear Library Supporter, 

 

 

Guelph Public Library opened its doors nearly 140 years ago. As was the intent of its founders, the 

library is still ‘as free as air and sunshine.’  

 

Today, we welcome over 3,500 people through our doors each day, host thousands of programs 

annually, and lend more than 2 million resources every year. Our library plays a critical role in the 

vibrancy of our growing community – bridging economic, physical, and technological divides, and 

ensuring crucial access regardless of age, ability, or status.  

 

So much community enrichment happens every day across our system. However, as demand for 

library services expands and evolves, our current Main Library has not kept up with the times. We 

desperately require more space to better serve the needs of our community. 

 

Library staff, our Board, and the City continue to work together on the Baker District redevelopment 

project to build a new Central Library. It’s a big project that takes a big vision and inspired building 

partners. Thanks to the generosity and enthusiasm of our supporters, we’re closer than ever – and 

with your help, the possibilities are infinite. This new space will meet the future needs of Guelphites – 

including larger collections, greater accessibility, and enhanced special use spaces, creating a modern 

21st century library appropriate for our growing and diverse community. Improvements that will make 

a world of difference in so many lives – improvements that will build a great community for 

generations to come. 

 

This is a very exciting chapter in the library’s history. 

 

And that’s why we need your help. 

 
We’re asking for your help to build the future of our library and community. While public 

funding provides a strong but limited financial base, your support helps to expand upon our 

offerings enabling our community to thrive. We’re writing to ask you to donate to our annual appeal 

because every dollar that the community invests into the library, results in a return of $6. 
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Your gift will generate the most spectacular return on investment we can ask for – a future with 

new discoveries and opportunities ignited by a place that ensures endless access to ways for people 

to explore their world, enrich their lives, and connect with their community. Benefits that will be felt 

across the entire city. It’s Guelph’s story, reimagined, and revitalized.  

 

Gifts will be directed toward two priority areas – our new central library and the Rosa Rattray Early 

Literacy Fund – fostering a love of learning right from the beginning, and building roots of lifelong 

learning for generations to come. Your support helps to improve the lives of community members 

like Margaret who uses our services to learn new skills and build her resume. Gary who is limited in 

his mobility and relies on the library’s outreach to keep him connected. Joan who is now a tech 

expert thanks to library programming. Mahdi and his family, new immigrants to Canada, who’ve 

found a welcoming place at the library… 

 

And, people like Rosa Rattray, who by age 11 had read the entire junior collection at her local library. 

She continued to feed her need to read, learn, and discover at Guelph Public Library. So rich was her 

love of libraries, after Rosa’s passing in 2016, her family celebrated her lifelong passion by creating 

the Rosa Rattray Early Literacy Fund. A fund providing specialized library programming, equipment, 

and tools to nurture a love of literacy and learning for children in their most formative years.  

 

These are the stories of so many who build our community for the better. This is also a story about 

you and how you can help more people like Margaret, Gary, Mahdi, and Rosa as they learn and grow.  

 

Today, we ask you to support our efforts with a  

tax deductible gift to the library. 

 
Because of your generosity, more children in Guelph will reach their fullest potential and we can 

continue to gain momentum for a new downtown library – a much needed community resource for 

many. Help us build the future. Please support one of these areas with your special gift today. 

 

We can build a thriving community. Created Together.  

 
I hope you’ll join our family of dedicated supporters who help make these stories possible. Your gift, 

in any amount, will build our community in so many ways. 

 

On behalf of all who use our services to enrich, improve, and transform their lives, thank you. 

 

 

 Yours for a world of lifelong learning,  

 
 

 Steven Kraft | CEO, Guelph Public Library 

                          skraft@guelphpl.ca | 519.824.6220. ext 224 
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